
THE JlIDICL\L COl _ CIL OF THE FIFTH CIRCUIT 

RE VTEWJNG PANEL -- JU.R SEL/£Cl'JON PLAN 
G'e.ne.ra· Ord.er 
No .. 2000-8 

The .Middle District of Louisiana has proposed an amendment to its Jury el_ ction 
Phrn as outlined in the attached letter dated September 18 2000. ]lie amendrn nl, having 
be n reviewe.d ·by tbe Reviewing .Pan l of this Circu.it, is approved. 

Bnte:red. for ihe R vi•ewiag Panel at New Orl~ans Louisianai this 30th da.y of 
ovember. 2000. 

Th follo ing judge c rnprised and acted as the Reviewing_ Panel: ~----------, 
\ 1 ,- r.h -! JCT COURT 

(a) h!! Judi ml Cotmcil of the Fifth Circuit! ~1 ,OLt::"; D 1 ri:IC'f"OF LOUISIANA 

Carolyn Dineen.King 
E. Grady Jolly i 

ft :t DEC 4 - 2000 

W. ., ugene Dtn · · 
Edith H. Jones. 
Jerry E. Smith 
Rhesa H Barksdale 
Emi]i M. Garza 
Fortunat _ P. B" oa id 
Cad E. te,;i,rart 
Edith Brovm. Clement 
Ralph E. Tyson 
Richard T. Haik 
Olen H. Davidson 

omS. Lee 
A Joe Fish 
Gemge P. Kazen 
Richard A. Schell 
W. Royal Furgeson Jr~ 

(b • United States DistricL Jud.g : 

L_ 

,.J... ~ t ?'f4.-<-
Fra.nk J. PoJozo ~ 
Chief United States District Judge 
fiddle District of Louisiana 

~ 



(!:mum~ ~f 

,3frnu~ 'JJ_ L1!oza!.1:1 

(.!;l1frr :;i L1l'l~t• 

Mr . Gregory A. Nussel 
Circuit •xecutive 

.:...ftfib·i)k ;m~hri d ~f J!}i:i11i~imtll 

Thhlt111 · ]t L1ugr , 1'.;11_ 71.nrn l 

September ·19, 2000 

Fifth ,Judicial c ircuit 
600 Ca.mp 8 r eet, Room 300 
New Orlean.s, LA 70130 

Dear Greg~ 

SEP 2 o 2000 

GIRIJU11~ 

I am submitting h e enclosed amendment ta Para.graph 7 of the 
u1.--y Plan for the Middle Dis • ric I::: o.: Louis-iana for approval .by 

the Circ ui t Counc ' l_ The on y ch?nge made is the inclu!;;ion of 
the word~ "unle ss the period of ~ervice is ex .enoed by he cour t " 
i n wo separate s@ntences .. ~ he proposed amendmen i<;Z se t- forth 
in bold type. 

The purpose of the amendment is to a r ow 11e cour o extend 
t.h e term of a jur;y panel. .i:l,.s you know·, this en ·rt recently h a d 
':.o see' Ju.d i cial Counc · 1 approva_ t~o extend a jury term because 
ou_ pla __ did no p r ovide Jrn.t the Middle Dis trict judges nad the 
aut:1ori t.y to extend the term . 

I shall he happy to answer any ques ions you or the Council 
may have o n t his issu e. 

r:,nc os re 

Very tru l y your$, 

J,., ... __ -L l ~ -
F r-ank J. P.o lo zo la 
Chief J udge 
Midd_s District of Lo isiana 

cc~ Chief Judge Carolyn Dineen King 
udicial Officers 



11.MEJ:1I)MENT TO JURY PLAI'if FOR MIDDLE DI STRICT OF LOUISIJl~.l\ 

Paragraph 7 o ~ the J ury Plan _ or the Aiddle Dis trit~ of 
Lo is ia,na · s ·he eby amended as follows : ·· 

"DRAWING OF NAl-iES SELECTION, StTh!M:ONING 
~ZilID __ S_S IGlilME! _ OF 

A properly programmed electronic data processing system or a 

corobina tion system employing both rna-1 al ,and e l ecc.ronic machine 

methods may- a.ls o be used to s elect names or pers ons to be sent 

questionnaires, to selec names o ~ persons t ·o be s1. mmoned for g;rand 

and petit jury service and to perform other c l eri ca_l and record 

keeping ~unctions a~ the court deems necessary. All selec.1...i.ons of 

potent..:..al grand or netit jurors shall be made in purely random 

fashi on, us i ng the properly program.med automated sys em when 

possible. In the ev-en:t of any failure in the automated syst.em such 

names may be randon;ly sa ected manually by the cle:i;k wit. . a r co.rd 

maintained. of the method used for such manual selection and the 

reason why manual, rat.her than automated, selection was- u.sed 

Every ~our months, or a t. such earli er time as nay be orclered 

by t.be court, the clerk shall publicly d r aw at random from he 

master jur y wheel a sufficient number of names, determined by the 

clerk after consultation wit.h the cl1ief juci.ge, to be sufficient to 

provi de for all grand or peti t Jury servi ce within the next fov.r 

mon n period un:less t h e. period of servi ce is extended by t he cou rt . 

Qualification questionnaires wi ll be generated from :che a tomated 

s.ys tern. and mai 1 ed to jurors in the manner as provided for in his 

Plan. These questionnaires shall be re~urned by the ·nai idual to 

the clerk and shall be used by the court to determine if th~ 

' ndividual qual..:..fies to be a jur or under this Pan. Al l 



individual s so qua- i ~ied wi l be placed intd a pool which shall be 

known as the. 1'qual..'. .. fied Jur • r pool." Individuals who will be 

summ.on5:ed for serJ"ice: as either g.:...and or pet i t ju or s during t his 

P;er ' od w· 11 be randomly sel ected from this qual i f i ed juror nool. 

Uoon tennination of ~he four :month per ' od or whi.ch the qual i f i ed 

juror poo l was se·lectedr un.1,e,ss the period o.f service is ext,ende.d 

by the court or at such earlier time as the court may or.der 1 all 

indhriduals cons i u ting said pool , whe her previously select ed £or 

service or not, shall be excused f r om fur ther service for the 

rema.:...nder of the per.:...od d ri.ng wh -i c.h hat master wheel remains 

ef fee t i ve . " 

!?urpose of Amendment 

The added language allows the court:. t.o extend the teTin of thE! 

jury pan.el without the necessity o:E seeki g Jud.ic;: i al Council 

approval. 



. -

o t:mb o. 200 

Re: Prop, • d Amendment to ,Jm 1 , J tion Plan­
Middl DHrh:t of Loui bm· 

car Chie Judge P 1oz I : 

The revie:\ring pan I of l.he Fifth in:ui h pro ed the pro 
tion Plan for th Hddl Di stri t f Loui i a as d tail d in our I 

_a ·O. 

After signing lhc cndosedrevie\~ring pan ·l' · Ct: tificationform. pl 
amended Plan with. tbe r U ,ving offic.es: 

Dire t r. l dmintstra i e Offic f lh United rates ourl.s; 

lllm y • neraJ of the ni ed mtc : 

lerk. Uni , 'tates Diskict url: for th rvtidd!e Distri 

B L Tegarcls. 

Enclosure 

C : uncil Me:mb rs 
alamo Cicrk 

incerely, 

PHO,. E; 5'0415 9-1l 31J 
FN • {.5ITT I SS9~2? 

am ndmen o th Jury 
t d eptem er 1 • 

file Ui fom, and lh 

L uisiooa. 


