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PLAN FOR THE RANDOM SELECTIO OF GRAND AND PETIT Jl.JRQRS : 

he nited States District Coun for the lvliddle Dlstrtct ofLouisiana hereby adopts~ subject 

to the approval of the Reviewing .Panel for the Fifth Circuit, the following Plan for the random 

s~ection of grand and.petitjurornpursuant to the Jury Sele tiornmd.Service Act of1968 2.su.S.C. 

1861. et seq. (The Act as amended. The Pia 1 heretofore adopted by this court and aU an.1endme:nts 

and supplementals thereto are subject- to the apprnval of the folIO\ving Plan. hereby r voked and 

rescinded. 

1. 

EFFECTIVE DATE AND DURA TIO 

Thi Plan for jury selection shall be placed in operation aft.er approval by the reviewing pane[ 

as provided 1n Section 1863 ·. a) ofthe Act. and shall remain in force and effuct until modified by the 

eourtwith the approval of said r viewing panel. 

1861: 

2. 

POLICY 

The purpose of this Pl an is to imp Iement the policies of he United Stales dee I ared in ection 

1 Ali litigants in foderai courts entitled to trial by jury shall have the right to grand and 

petit juries selected at random from a fair cross section of the community in the 

di trict wherein the court convenes~ 
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(2 All citizens sha] I ha e the opp ortnni ty to be considered for s.crvice on grand and pe't:it 

juries in tl1e district courts of the United States· and 

(3) All citizens shaU have an obligation to se.rve as jurors when_ summoned. for that 

pm:pose. 

A furtl1er purpose of this Plan is to implement "lhe prohibition agamst discrimination 

c · mained in Section 18 62, which provides ll:rnt no citizen shall be exc]uded from service as a grand 

or petit. juror in the distri.ct courts of th nfted States on acco1JJ1t of r;ac coJori sex, ueligion, 

national origin" or economic status. 

3. 

M.t\..t'{AGElvf&'IT AND SUPERVISION OF lURY ~SELEC . ON~PROCESS 

The c!erk of court aud hfa authorized deputi cs will manage. the Plan lllldet the sup.ervision 

and control of the chiefj udge .. "Cl rk'' and t•c1erk of Court' shall n1ean the clerk of the nited States 

District Court:1 any authorized depm . clerk and any other person authorized by the court to assist 

tb:e cley.kin the pcrlormance ofhi:s functio}J.s ofjucy selection. 

RANDOM SELECTIO FROM VOTER REGISTRATION LISTS 

Voter registratic111 lists represent a fair cross section of the tommunityin the. Middle District 

of Louisiana. Such Ii sts constitute a.ccurate and comprehensive compiled Lists of all citizens, 18 years 

and older, who are duly active registered and qualified voters in eae,h of the said parishes in this . 

Districl This coun is ofthe opinion that the rights of all citizens are sub stantially prot cted by tb.e 

use of such lists as the source of selection of prospective jurClrs therefore no other source is 
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ptoposed. Accordingly~ he names of all pr spectiv grand and peti jurors serving in this c--0urt on 

or after the effecti date oft.his Plan s:ha.l I be selec;ted. at random from the aciive registemd o ter lists 

maintained by the Department of Elections of th State of Louisiana of all active registered voters 

of-all of the parislr·s within thi.s district. 

5. 

SELECTION PROCEDURE 

A master jury wheel shall be maintained for this. district. The i1ames of prospective jurors to 

be placed i11 the master jury ,vheel shall be randomly selected as hereinafter provided for from the 

active voter registration l ists of .all the -pari~hes in this district. This Plan. s reference to random 

.s,eltiction from a source list shall mean that only the m;t selected name shall be chosen by a purely 

random method. Each subsequen'1: name far the drawing may be systematically taken at regular 

intervals throughout the remainder of the source list(s). 

Random selection from a source list, whenever ·re_quired under thrs , lan, shall be m 

aocordance w 'th the method and mrumer as fo11ows:. 

"Determining m:i interval or quotie:n t. i) The clerk or deputy c:let~ sbaJl make the rando:rniwd 

selection by taking th total number 1of nam.es 011 the :sou.roe list and dividing that number by tbe 

minimum number of names to be selected. The number obtained wil1 be the •qu.otient 'prmrided 

however, that where a remainder occurs. the quotien will be rounded to the lower whole number. 

•or exampJe. ifthe quotient is L.l -; the decimal will be dropped and l:henumberwm be 12. 

• Detem1ining a. starting number. " A proper Iy programmed electronic data process:ing system 

will be used to randomly select the starting number. Tl.us number will 1-ocate on the s<Jurce list the 

first name to be selected. Then umbers used to select the starting number will begin-v.-i th then umber 

oue and end with the same number as the quotient Should the electronic system be unavailable for 
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any reason, the starting numbe.t may be drm:vn manually by lot in a purely random fashion. 

"Selecringth:c.names by ma.chmemethod. · Thejuages ofthis cmlrlfind that elect-ronic data 

processing methods can be advantage,ously used for selecting and copying names from acti c voter 

registration lis-ts and to assist in performing clerical work .c.onnected with juror selection, 

Accordingly a. properly progr.ammed electronic data processing system or a combination syst m 

employing both electronic and manual methods may~ at the clerk s option and after consultation with 

the chiefjudge be used to select names from source.lists. a..-; directed by this-Plan to create the master 

wheel from which all prosp ectivc j UI'()rs sbaU be chosen during the life of that wheel. S uc.h random 

selections of nmnes from the source l ist for incl usfon in the master wheel by data computer personnel 

must insure that each parish within the j uty district is substantially proportionally represented in the 

masterjurywheel ·n accordance Tith 28 U,S.C. 1863 b (3 .. 

A properly programmed c]ectronic data processing system forpur randomiz-.ed selection may 

a.I.so be used to select mu11es from the master w·he;el for th:c purpose ofswmnoning persons to s~nre 

as grand or petit jurors_ The :selection of names from the source Hst and the master wheel must 

insure that tl1e mathematical odds of any single name being picked are substantially equal. 

'"Selecting the nam _9 by ma:nuai methods." Vi/hen selection from a sourc~ Est is made 

mrum.a.l:ly~ th choos1ng ,of names shall b by counting names dowo tbe list, either in numerical 

sequence or .any other logicai consistent sequenc-e. • or this counting and selection process the entire 

list must. be covered and the specific naines picked will be underlined or checb:d according to the 

established Hquotient .. and "starting ntnnber" fon:nuJa. d scribed. above. 

Further1 in t11e ev,ent of computer ma.lfum::tion or any overt deviation from this Plan caused 

by automation. the clerk, with the approval oftl1e court; sball manually proceed frqni the last step 
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carrec ly implemented to complete the activity then in process. 

6. 

MASTER JURY WHEEL 

The clerk and his a.uthori zed deputy shall maintain a n1asterj ury w] eel, into which the names 

o those randomly s,electe-d from the active vciterregistration lists $hall beplaced. he physical form 

of re.cords on which names for lhe master jury wheel are kept may include sucli electrcnic data 

storage devices as magnetic tapes or magnetic disc files. 

The minimumnumber of names to be-contained on the master jury wheel at anytimedunng 

its. four year existenc shall be at least one-halfo one percent of the total number of names reflected 

on aU parish active voter lists used to comprise that master whee 1. The clerk sha]l emure that at -all 

times a sufficient number ofmunes remain on the master \Vl1cel m meet this requirement and shall 

notify the court immediljitely should the munher of names on the mas~r wheel fall below the 

minimum specified above. 

The chief judge may order the placing of additional names in the master jury wheel as 

necessary 

Themasterjurywheel shall beempti~ andrefilied everyfuuryears i:rnmediate1yfo1lowing 

the presidential eJec·tion. The master jury whee] may be emptied and refilled every tvo years 

immediately foiiowing federal elections ifitis deemednecessaryhythe court in order to obtainmore 

current data pertaining to prospective jurors, The refilling sha1i be completed by cptember l 

following the aforementioned elections. 

Upon complelion or the random selection of names for the master jury whe,e . the 

indivjdual, s who perfonn 1.he task of randomly selectiJ1g the names pursuant to this Pla.n shall 

prepare und execute a certificate acknowledging I.heh- compEance a•d completion of lhe assign.mei:it 
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and transmit the same to the court. Additionally, a breakdmvn of the ,age. race, sex and parish of" 

residence of the prospecti e jurors contained in the master jury wheel shal] be attached to the 

certification. 

Pu.blicnotic:esshallbcposted announcingtheraudom s.e]eGtfou of names for the masterjury 

,vheel as v:.rell as for the random se.lection oJjurors from the master jur:_,r, heel for qualification for 

individual jury panels. 

AiJ. required by the Judicial Conference of the United States a repon shall be prepared on-a 

fonn or for.ms approved by this Court a, fter e.och period.i c refilling of the .master jury wheel giving 

,general data relating to the master jury wheel. 

7. 

DRAWIN,QQEJ\1AM · S ERO _ MA . TER JURY WHEEL FOR SELECTIOl'!i_§UMMONING 

AND ASSIGmffiNT TO PETIT OR GRAND JURY PANELS 

A properly prngiammed electronic data proc ssing system or a combina ion system 

employing both manual and ,electronic machine methods may also be l..l.Secl to sclect!lames:.of persons 

to be sent q uestioIIDaire:s t'o se l.ect names of persons to be summoned for grand and pctnju:ry :senri ce 

and to perform other clerical and record keeping functions as the court deems necessary. All 

s-e1e.ctions of potential grand or petit jurors shall be made in pur-ely random fashion, using the 

properly programmed automated system when :pos ible. In the ~vent ofany failure in the automated 

system such t1amesmaybenmdom.Jy selec.tedmanually by th cl rkwitharecordmaintainedofthe 

met.hod used for such.manual e 1 ction and the reason rh y manual. rather th an automated, selection 

was used. 

Every four months, or at such earlier 1ime as may be ordered by lhe coutt, the clerk shall 
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publicly draw at random from the master 'ury wheel a su.fi1ciem numb o names, detemtined b 

the clerk after consult tion with the ,chie judg , to b su ficient c pro ide or dl grand or petit 'ury 

s~rvic ,,rithm then l fow- month period. u li1ic Lion q estionnaires ill be generaled from · e 

autom d system and mailed to jum - in lbe ma.nn.er as provided (or in lhis Plan. These 

quesrionnaires 5hall n:tluned. by the individual to the clerk and shall be used by ilie court to 

determine if the i clividu l qualifies to be a juror under · hi Pim. All indi idunis so qualified wm 

be pJaccd into a pooJ, wch shall be known as the' qualified juror pool". Individuals who will be 

s wnmonsed for s nice as -· th r grand or tit jurors durin mis pe · od \YiU be ran oml. se ected 

from this qualified juro pool. pon termim1tion o the four month period for which'. the qualilied 

j uror pool was selc ed. or at such earlier tim as th coun may ord r aU individua]s constituting 

aid -pool. hether previously selected for se -ic or oot shall be excused :rom further service for 

the remainder of the p riad during which hat ma&te:r \ ·heel remains e 

GRA I.JURIES 

-pon no tilica ion b.. th curt o the in ntion to impan I a new grand j u:ry the derk shall 

c use summons to be sent to tbc number o prosp c ·:ve jurors wnich th ourt believes lob 

r quired. Tbe names o those to Teed e smmnons ill be r.andomJy selec e :rom the qualified j uro 

pool. 

On the da 1 cd forth impaneling o the grand jury thepresidingjudge s:haJlseiecl by o , 

from lhe persons appearing in answer o the suJnIJ1oas, ~v nty-three ons t • constitute the grand. 

jury. Fromamongrhe w my-threeperson t hepr sidingjudges aUapp int remanand cpuy 

foreman.. who shall b om firs . The al aoc o th grand jurors selce[ 

tie ~u e shaU hnr tb grand.jury as o its righ s po ers. obli a ·on ~nd duti _ . At this rim lh 
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court may also determine to select alternate jru:ornin this same manner. 

The names of all individuals who were ·summonsed to appear butwlmwe:renot among those 

randomly selected for .grand jury sw-vicc shall be 1etumed lo the qualified juror pool for possible 

future selection a;,. either a grand or pe.titjuror. 

PE TIT JURIES 

Whenever jurors are needed for peti t j uty servioe~ the coru:t shall notify the clerk of the need 

for suchjuro:rs, and of the number of pro pee , ·ve jurors which the con.rt believes to be required to 

_properly allow for selection of the jrny in the particular case. Upon. such notice by lhe c• urt:!I U1e. 

c.Ierkordeputy ckrkshailmake the randomized selection ofmu11e-sfrom the qualifiedjumr List, and 

shall issue summons to such ind.i viduals to appear on the· s_p ecified date for petit jury ·service. 

The names of all individuals v ho were summonsed to appear bu.t who were not amonP 

those selected. by 1.h.e p arti.es: for service ou the p etit jury shaU be returned. to the qua.lifi.ed juror poo 

for possib le future selection as either a.·grand or -petitjw"Or. 

EXCUSE FROM FURTHER SERVICE 

Any individual who l1as been selected for service as either a grand or petitjuror shall. upon 

the completion of such service bee ·cnsed from aU further service for the wma.inder of llle period 

during which the master wheel tlrnn in use remains eff'e.ctive. 

T 

This court hereby finds thatjuzy.service by members ofthe fo)lowing occupational classes 

or groups of p~rsons would en.tail undue hardship or extreme inconvenience to the members thereo4 

and the excuse of such members will not be inconsistent with the obj ect:ives and purpose.s of the Act, 

an.d shall be g_rant.cd by the court npon individual request: 
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l) Any person whose services '-1.re 50 essential lJ? th~ operation of a .business, 

commercial or agriculturnI enterprise tha:t said enterprise must temponnily close if .such person 

were req uirod. to p erfonn jury duty; 

(2) Any persmi having active care and· custody of a child.or chUdren under lO years of 

age whose health or safety would be jeopardized by their a:bsence for j ury service· or a per on who 

is essential to the ca.re of aged or infinned persons; 

(3) Attorneys al: law, physj ians. registered nurses Md dentists actively engaged in the 

_p111ctice of their profession, and. mirusters of the gospel aciivdy and .regularly engaged in the 

discharge of theirtninlsterial duties· 

( 4 All persons over seventy years of age at the tim.e .of e . ecutfog the juror qualification 

form: 

(5) Voluntary safety personnel. described as those persons who serve without 

compensation as firefighters or pe ons who are members of a rescue squad or .ambulance crew for 

a public agency· 

6) Federal Law nforcemem Officers such as memb rs of the F,e:deral Bureau of 

Investigation, llostal lnspector-s,. Customs Agents. members of the United States Border .Patrol 

United States and Depu United States Marshals. etc.; 

(7) Persons who have served as -~a::nd orpetitjurors in a state or federal courtwithinthe 

past two years; 

emporary excuses will be granted upon the court's finding that the individual would 

othenvis sui'f. r undu.cl1ardshlp or extreme inoonve:aience. In the vent an individual is gr.anted a 

temporary excuse fora reason thatdocsn.oteucompass the entireremainingperiod during which the 

1ua1ifiedjuror pool of which h is a member ts to remain in effect. U1e name or the individual so 
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excused will be returned to the qualified juror pool for possible future jury service at such lime as 

the reason for the temporary excuse no 1a nger exists. 

9. 

EXEMP- ONS FROfyI JJlRY S · RVICE 

The follow:in-g p ersons are excused fromjw-y service on the ground that they are exempt: 

1 Members in acrl service in the Anne-d Forces oflhe United States· 

(2 Members-of the .fire or po,lice depa1tments of the State or ruiy subdivision thereof: 

(3) Public officers in the executive legislative, or judicial branches of tl1e Gov r:nm nt 

of the nited tales, or the State or any subdivision thereof; \>Vho are actively engaged jn tl1e 

_perfonnance of officia] duties. Public Officials as us ed herein shall mean a person who is either 

elected to public office or wJ10 is "directly appointed by a person eieoted to public office. 

10. 

The qualification for jury sen-rice; and the procedure with reference to same shall he as 

follows: 

Any judicial officer of 1 his di stria[ on his own initiative or upon recommendation. of the clerk 

or deputy Jerk shaU determin whether a person is unqualified for, exempt from, or should be 

excused from jury scrv·ce . Only j nciicia1 officers of tbis courl ma rule on disqualifications, 

exemptions, exclusions or excuses fromjuzy service. 

W 11 enever a pers,on is dis q ual ified1 excused, exempt., or excluded from jury service the c] erk 

or deputy clerk shalJ note in the.space provided on his jurorquaHficadon form. and/or the automated 

jury system, the specific reason therefor, and the name of the jurucial officer rn1ing thereon. 

In ma.king such determforution the judicial officer shall deem any person qua1ified ta serve 
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as a grand or petitjuror in the district court unless: 

( l) He is not a citizen of the UnUed States at I ast eighteen years old who has resided. 

for a period of one year within the j udicial district· 

(2) He is unaM to read, write. and understand th.e English language v.,i tb a degree of 

profi iency sufficient to :fiH qm satisfactorily the juro qualificm:ion fomr 

(3 l-Ie is unable to speak the English languag~ 

{ 4) He · s incapable. by r,eason of mental or physical infirmity. to render sati sfacLary jury 

service~ m 

(5) He has a charge pending against him for the c01ll:D1Jssion of. or has been convicted 

.in a State or Federal court of a crime punishable by imprisonment fur more lhan one year and his 

civil rights have notbeenrestored by a pai:-don or amnesty. 

11. 

DISCLOSURE OF RECORDS 

Unless othef\.\ri se ordered by the trial judge or magistrate j u.dg~, the names of peti t jurors 

drawn for service may be disclosed to the parties of the case he day of the lrial. The names of_grand 

jurors drawn from the qua.J i.fled juror poo.l slmil not be ·disclosed to anyone other than the nited 

Sta.tes A.ttorney and his/her staff except upon specific order of the court as provided for below. 

12. 

ON.,DISCLOSURE OF RECORDS 

The contents of records or papers used by the clerk or-deputy cl kin connection with the 

jury selection process includingjuror qualification questionnaires, shall not be disclosed to anyone 

other than court personne1 except as provided in 28 U.S.C. Section 1867 I) and in this Plan. 
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This Pbm supersed . any and alJ Plans ti =mtofon:: adopted and· aJ l consd tul Lh rule or this 

ourt u 1til amended o replaced. 
,J. 

AO PTED this g:' ...... da o ~ • I 9· • 

OUR1 

-
UNITED ST TES DI TRICT OURT 
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