
UNITED STATES DI:STRICT COURT 

MIDDLE DIS'?R CT OF LOUISIANA 

REVISION OF 

ASS GNMENT O · ,CASES FILED IN 

THE MIDDLE DIS'l'RIC'F Q:F LOUISIANA 2-1. 

* * * * * * * 

.In order to as.sure random assignm n of cases to the fulles 

ex ent pract cable, General O der Number 40 and Number 48 are 

be:t: by amended as f ,ollows:: 

The Cl rk of Court will sign c 

this ,court in the ·· ollowing manner; 

s to the two sections of 

There shaLl be a separate blook of ss·gnm · t cards 
for each a f the c:: ategories s ,e.t forth bel.ow · 

a ~ as corpus and ol:hm:' post comrictio 
petit1.,ons, s ·tate and Feder- 1; 19B3 pr son.er 
pet.~ tJ...Ons i bond for .:i.:ture 

b. C vil r.i.gbts cases, exc I uding p ison.e1: 
petitions and case · reguirJ.ng immediate acti.on 
by be Court such as TRO, injunction - , orders 
to show cas.e, et:c ., 

d. Patent, tr demark, and ,copyr1gbt 

e. CrimJ nal matters 

f. All other 



2 • . n each block the C1'erk sh l l place a number of c ,a.rds 
containing sect ·con of Court. The number of cards fo 
each section sha 1 be equal 

3 • Bef o placement in the lock, · he cards for each. 
cat gory shall be tho:roughly shuffled by the Clerk sc 
that the s -quence 0£ the Judges ' sectio,ns in each block 

~11 be random ,and secret. 

4 The various. block of cards shall be kept in a . box 
appropriately marked which, When: not in use, sha.11 be 
lock and afe.ly kept by the c. erk~ 

5 • When he in! ial paper is presented and g · ·ven the proper 
.number, the Clerk shall dra ., one card at random -rem the 
appropriate block. The Clerk shall then assign the case 
to the Judge whose section s stamped on the card. The 
ass gnment hall b by stamping on he paper pr - sented 
for ili.ng the section shown on the c rd that was 
randomly pulled from the b oek. All subsequent papers 
filed in. h act ·on ill b -a.r the case number assig;ned 
and the s ,,ecti,on assigned. 

6~ When a block of cazd,. for any cat gory has been emptied 
or nearly ti.ed1 the block shall be r ,enished wi h 
card in the same manner as provided for original 
placement. 

1 Cr,ed.it shal be given to the sectio,n to · hom a case i 
assigned out 1de these procedures 

When a Judge of the Court disqualifie•s himself in. a 
pending ca.se, a card for t at sec J.on sh L be _ dded to 
tne b ock 0 · as.s gnment of ca.rd - one caz:d 0 each 
disqu.alif ica.tLo,n. When a Judge of the Caurt is 
automatically dis,qualif i:ed in a case at he tim it is 
f i.led ~ for xam.ple, where a close, relative of a Judge is 
a p -tner in the law firm wh ch i:epresen.1:s the p ,a.inti££, 
a card s -all n .evert eless drawn for hat case. In the 
event the rand.om dra.wing as.si,gns the cas:e to the Judge 
who is disqualified, the Clerk sh 11 ass gn the c se to 
tn_e other section. The card of tb.e disqu,alified c:tion 
shall be r turned o the block o ,cards d a card of 
the o her section shall be removed from he bl0ck 

2 



B. Except for the authority of he Chief Judge, cases may 
be rans ferred from one s ,ect · o,n to an-ot.he•r only u.pon the 
concurrence 0 = the rans fe.ro and he tran , e:ree Judges 

9. All ,orders or General Orders to the cont.racy are hereby 
vac ted and set a.side 

SO ORDEDED 

Baton Rouge, Lo,u.is iana, January 2 , 19 9 2 • 

V. PARKER, CHIEF JUDGE 
DLE DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

FRANK J. POLO~LA, 
_JTED S TES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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