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IN RE: 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF LOUlSIANA 

~T 
'A 

ASSIGNMENT OF CASES FILED IN GENERAL ORDER 

THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA NUMBER 00- 2 

In order to ensure the random assignment of cases to the fullest 
extent poss i b le in II fair and equitable manner, the Clerk of Court 
small assign all cases filed on and after June 1, 2000 in the 
following manner until further orders of this Court. 

I. Seetions of Court 

A. The sections of court shall be designated liS follOWS: 

Section A 
Section B 
Section C 
Section 0 

B. Assignment of Cases 

The Clerk 
following 

Sect i on A 
Section B 
Section C 
Secti on 0 

of Court shall randomly assign cases in the 
percenteges: 

m 
1st 
m 
J5\ 

c. Current caseload 

All caseS pending as of ,June 1, 2000 shall be eQually 
allotte d among the active and senior judges in accordance 
with a separate order to be issue d by the Court. 

II Automated Case Assignment System 

A, There shall be a separate section described as a "car d 
d e ck" established within the system for each of the 
categories set forth bel","" in assigni ng cases to each 
active and senior diatrict judge in the proportions set 
forth in paragraph lA. 

1. Habuas f Pri soner/Title 28 - Habeas Corpus, prisoner 
and other post-conviction petitions, state and 
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federal, Title 28 U . S.C . 
Forfeit.ure. 

!i 2255; and Bond 

2 . Civil Rights/Temporary Restraining Ordera an~ 
Requesta for Injunction, Ship Seizures - Civil 
Rights cases, excluding prisoner petitions; cases 
requiring imlllediate /lction such as requests for 
temporary restraining oz-de rs, injunction orders, 
and ship seizures . 

4. Patent/Trademark/Copyright 

5. Criminal Casea 

B . The categories of the card decks for the assignment of 
cases to magistrate judge s on an equal basis shall be as 
follows: 

1. Habeas/Prisoner/Title 
criteria as descr ibed 

28 U.S.C. § 2255 Same 
above f or district judges. 

2. Social security - Social securi t y cases, Nature of 
Suit Nos . 861-865 . 

3. c riminal Cases 

4 . Magistrato Judge Cases - Pre-Indictment actions; 
petty offenses . 

5. All Other Cases 

II Assignment Procedures 

A. When the initi .. l paper is pre sented and given the proper 
number, the clerk will select the menu option to randomly 
assign a district judge f:-om the appropriate district 
judge card deck and a megistrate judge shall be assigned 
from the appropriate magistrate judge card deck. The 
clerk will stamp the initial pape r with the district 
judge section. All subsequent papers filed in the .. ction 
will be .. r the case nu.'nhe:- assigned .. nd the section 
assigned. 

B . The Automated Case Assignment Syste m will automatically 
regenerate the appropriate number of cards when the deck 
is depl eted . 
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c. Credit shall be given to the judge to whom a case is 
assigned outside of these proc edures . 

D. When a judge of the court ~s 
the clerk will select the 
system wil l automatica lly 
REASSIGNED FRml judge . 

recused in il. 

t"eassignment 
replace the 

pending case, 
option . The 
card of the 

E. When a judge of the court is iluto!!liltically recused in a 
case at the time it is filed, a random assignment will 
nevertheless be made for that case. In the event the 
random drawing Il.ssigns the case to the judge who is 
recused. the clel:k shall use the system reassignment 
option. 

F. Except for the authority of the chief judge, cases may be 
transferred from one section to another onl y upon the 
concurrence of the transferor and t he transferee judges. 

G. In the interest of justice and judicia l economy, the 
Court may by en bane order change percentages of cases 
assigned to each section, reallocate pending cases <lnd/or 
designate a case Or cases to be handled by a par ticular 
section . 

.11.11 Orders or General Orders to the contrdry dre hereby vacated and 
set aside. 

SO ORDERED. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, June "i.p,--_, 2000 . 

FRANK J. POLOZ A, CHIEF JUDGE 
MIDDLE DI STRICT OF LOUISI1L~A 
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