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THE JUDICIAL CO UNCIL OF THE nfTH CIRCUIT 

REVlf:WINTi PANEL - JURYSELEClION PLA N 
Gcnc"-a.l D..-de"
No. 2000-8 

The Middle District of Louisiana has proposed an amendmcnlto its Jury Selection 
Plan as outlined in Ihe auached [etter dated September 18. 2000. "lbc amendment, having 
been r~viewed by the Reviewing Panel or lhi , Circuit, is approved. 

Entered for the Reviewing Panel al New Orleans. Louisiana. this 30th day of 
Novem!?cr. looO. 

A' ~ 7,>- V- "'ol!.-€-• Gregory A. Nussel 
S~'{;rctary \0 Ihe Judicial Council 
of the Fifth Circuit 

The following j udges comprised and acted as the Reviewing panr'i'c' '-~"'''''''''ru"iTl 
'" u' -RleT COLlRT 
'iUOU: 0 ,TriICTOF LOUISIANA The Judicial Counci l oflhe Fifth Circuit 

Carolyn Dineen King 
E. Grady Jolly 

fl~O DEC 4. - 2000 
~ W. Eugene Davis 

Ed ith H. Jones CLf;8K I 
Jerry E. Smith 
Rhesa H. Barksdale 
Emilio M. Gana 
Fortunato P. Benavides 
Carl E. Stewart 
Edith Brown Clement 
Ralph E. Tyson 
Richard T. Haik 
Glen H. Davidson 
Tom S. Lee 
A.Joe Fish 
George P. Kw.en 
Richard A. Schell 
W. Royal Furgeson.1r. 

(b) Uniled States District Judge: 

.J .e t ";4-'-
Fr~nk 1. Polozo 
Chief Uni ted Slates District Judge 
Middle District of Louisiana 



(I~,.j,,,. ,I 

]"','n~) _ p olo,o ", 

[~; ,r lu~~, 

Mr . Gregory A. Nussel 
Ci rcuit Executive 

~l"itr~ .st,1tr ~ pi.iTid Il!",,,t 

_ffl; ~o l , .D i.triel "I :lOll i.,,,,", 
11,1"" ~o"S" 1:"_ 7V ~~ 1 

September 18, 2000 

Fi fth Judici a l Circui t 
600 Camp Street, Room 300 
New Orleans, L<"_ 70130 

Dear Greg: 

I a m sub;nitting the enclosed amendment to Parag raph 7 of the 
J ury Pl an for the 11iddle District of Louisiana for approval by 
the Circu i t Counc i l. The on l y change IIldde i s t he i nc l us i on o f 
the words ' unless the period of service is extended by the court " 
i n t wo separate sentences . The proposed amendmen t is se t forth 
~n bold type, 

The pu r pose of the amendment i s to all ow the court to extend 
::he te:::m of a jury panel . . "-s you know, thin court recent ly had 
t o seek Judi c i a l Cou nc il approva l to extend a jury term because 
Our plan did not p r ovide that the Middle District judges had the 
authori ty to ex t end the t erm . 

I sha ll be happy to ans· .... er any ques t ions you Or the Council 
may have on thi s issue. 

FJP /j g 

Encl osure 

Very truly yours, 

"ra-:J:'-J-. ··'po~:f±rt -
Chi e f Judge 
Mi ddle District of Lou isiana 

cc : Chief J udge Caro l yn Di neen King 
Judicial Officers 



~~DMENT TO JURY PLAN FOR MIDDLE DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

PaI:agraph 7 of the Jury Plan for t he !1iddle Di s tI:ict of 
Louisiana is hereby amended as follows : 

A properly programmed electronic data processing system or a 

combination system employing both ma.nual and electronic ma.chine 

methods may also be used to se l ect names of person s to be sent 

questionnaires , to select names of peI:sons to be summoned for grand 

and petit jury service and to peI:fo~ other c l eri cal and record 

keeping functions as the court deems necessary. All selections of 

potential grand or petit jurors shall be made in purely random 

fash i on, us~ng the properly programmed automated system when 

possible. In the event of any failure in the automated system such 

• names may be I:andomly selected manually by the cle:t::k wi t h a recor d 

maintained of the method used fOI: such manual selection and the 

reason why manual, rather than a utomated, selection was used. 

Every four months, or at such earlier time as may be ordered 

by the court, the clerk shall public l y draw at random from the 

master jury wheel a sufficient number of names, determined by the 

clerk after consultation wi th t he chief judge, to be suf ficient to 

provide for all grand or petit jury ser vice within t he next four 

month peI:iod unless the period of service is eKtended by the court. 

Qualification questionnaires will be generated from the automated 

system and mailed t o jurors in the manner as provided f or in thi s 

Plon. These questionnaires sholl be returned by the individual to 

the clerk and shall be used by the cour t to dete~ine if the 

individual quali fies to be a jur or under this Plan . Al l 



• 

individuals sO qualified will be placed into a pool which shall be 

known as the "qualified Juror pool. " Individuals who wi ll be 

summonsed for service as either grand or pet it juro r s du ring this 

per iod will be randomly selected f rom this qual ifi ed juror pool. 

Upon terminat ion of t he f our month peri od for which the qual i f i ed 

juror pool was sel ected, unless the period of service is extended 

by the court or at such earlier time as the court may order, all 

i ndividuals constitut ing said pool , whether previously selected for 

service or not, shall be excused from fu rther serv~ce f o r the 

remainder of t he period du::ing which that master whee l remains 

e f fect ive . • 

Purpose of Amendment 

The added l a nguage allows the court to ext end the term of the 

JUry panel withou t t he necessity ot seeking Judic ial Council 

approval . 
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GRfGORV A. SUSSEL 
CIRaJlT EXECUTIVf. 

lIooornblc Frank J. Polozola 
Chief U. S. District Jooge 
t-liddle District of louisiana 
777 Florida SUa!l. Suile 313 
l3a[on Rouge, LA 70801-1712 

UNITED STATES COURTS 
fLFTlI J UDIC IAL C IRCUIT 

600CAMP STREET. R~l JOO 
NEWOIt.~S. I.OOIS.IA"":A 70110 

November )0. 2000 

R~: [' roposed Amendment 10 .Iu ry Sdcclion Plan
Middle I)islrict of Louisiana 

Dear Chief Judse Polozo l.1: 

PIIOS£: (:IQoI) 119·]7)0 
F.v:, (100l) 119·1711 

The reviewing panel aflhe Fifth Cireui t has approved the proposed amendmem 10 me Jury 
Selection Ptan for the Middle District of Louisiana as detailed in your leller dated Sl1'tcmber 18, 
2000. 

After signing the enclosed reviewing p:mc\ 'scenificu\ion foml. please me the form and the 
amended Plan with the following offices: 

Director. Administrntive Office;: aflhe United Slates Courts; 

Allorney General urlhe United States: 

Circuil Executive, Fifth Cireuit: 

Clerk, United Simes Court of Appeals for Ihe Fifth Cireuil; and 

Clerk, United Slates District Court for !he l\liddlc District of Louisiana. 

BeSI I1'garcb. 

Enclosure 

cc: All Judidal Counci l Members 
Mr. Lal'.Tence Talamo, Clerk 

Si ccrely, 


