
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

GENERAL ORDER 

NO. 2015-06 

ORDER APPOINTING MERIT SELECTION PANEL 

The following persons are hereby appointed as the Merit Selection Panel of the 

United States District Court for the Middle District of Louisiana to consider the 

appointment of a United States Magistrate Judge for the Middle District of Louisiana: 

Raymond T. Diamond (Co-chairperson) 
Vice Chancellor 
Paul M. Hebert Law Center 
Louisiana State University, Room 434A 
Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
225.578.8846 
ray.diamond@law.lsu.edu 

Edward J. Walters, Jr. 
12345 Perkins Road 
Building 1 
Baton Rouge, LA 70810 
225.236.3636 
wa1t~rs@lawbr.net 

Col. J. Walter Green 
United States Attorney 
777 Florida Street 
Suite 208 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
225.389.0443 
waltgrero@.usJ;loj.gov 

Russell Jones (Co-chairperson) 
Vice Chancellor 
Southern University Law Center 
Post Office Box 9294 
Baton Rouge, LA 70813 
225.771.3776 
rjones@sulc.edu 

Perry J. Franklin, Sr. 
Franklin Associates, LLC 
2148 Government Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
225.389.6518 
Q.erry@franklinassoc.com 

Rebecca L. Hudsmith 
Federal Public Defender 
102 Versailles Boulevard 
Suite 816 
Lafayette, LA 70501 
337.262.6336 
rebecca hudsmith@fd.org 



Tara M. Madison 
Kean Miller, LLP 
400 Convention Street #700 
Post Office Box 3513 (70821-3513) 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
225.389.3744 
tara.madison@keanmiller.com 

William E. Steffes 
13702 Coursey Boulevard 
Building 3 
Baton Rouge, LA 70817 
225.751.1751 
psteffes@steffeslaw.com 

Michael s. Walsh 
Taylor, Porter, Brooks & Phillips, LLP 
451 Florida Boulevard, Eighth Floor 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
225.387.3221 
michael. walsh@taylorporter.com 

Kimberly Lewis Robinson 
Jones Walker, LLP 
Four United Plaza 
8555 United Plaza Blvd 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
225.248.2064 
krobinson@joneswalker.com 

Rolando R. Urbina 
412 North 4th Street 
Suite 102 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
225.400.5225 
urbinalawfirm@gmail.com 

Rev. Chris Andrews 
18781 Old World Court 
Baton Rouge, LA 70817 
225.276.0068 
chandrews1965@gmail.com 

The Merit Selection Panel shall, in accordance with the Federal Magistrate Act of 

1979 and following the procedure, qualifications and other regulations established by 

the Judicial Conference, investigate the qualifications of applicants for the office of 

United States Magistrate Judge for the Middle District of Louisiana and shall submit a 

report to the Court not more than sixty days after the date of this order specifying the 

five persons the Panel has determined as best qualified. 

All information available to members of the Panel in performance of their duties, 

including the names of potential nominees and the identity of individuals recommended 

by the Panel shall be kept in strict confidence and a statement regarding confidentiality 

shall be included in all notices published. 



The Co-chairpersons of the Merit Selection Panel shall preside at all meetings, 

shall arrange the meetings, and may organize the Panel into subcommittees and 

otherwise provide for such division of duties as they may consider appropriate. 

Administrative and housekeeping support for the Merit Selection Panel shall be 

provided by the Clerk of the United States District Court for the Middle District of 

Louisiana. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, July 30, 2015. 

FOR THE COURT: 

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 



UNITED ST A TES DISTRJCT. COURT 

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR APPOINTME-NT 

OF NEW MAGISTRATE JUDGE 

The Judicial Conference of the United States has authorized the appointment of a full­
time United States Magistrate Judge (15-USDC-7) for the Middle District of Louisiana in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

The duties of the position are demanding and wide-ranging: (1) conduct of most 
preliminary proceedings in criminal cases; (2) trial and disposition of misdemeanor 
cases; (3) conduct of various pretrial matters and evidentiary proceedings on delegation 
from a district judge; and (4) trial and disposition of civil cases upon consent of the 
litigants.) The basic authority of a United States magistrate judge is specified in 28 
U.S.C. 636. 

To be qualified for appointment an applicant must: 

• Be, and have been for at least five years, a member in good standing of the bar 
of the highest court of a state, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, the Territory of Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, or the Virgin Islands of the United States, and have been engaged in the 
active practice of law for a period of at least five years (with some substitutes 
authorized); 

• Be competent to perform all the duties of the office; be of good moral character; 
be emotionally stable and mature; be committed to equal justice under the law; 
be in good health; be patient and courteous; and be capable of deliberation and 
decisiveness; 

• Be less than seventy years old; and 

• Not be related to a Judge of the District Court. 



A merit selection panel composed of attorneys and other members of the community 
will review all applicants and recommend to the District Judges in confidence the five (5) 
persons it considers best qualified. The court will make the appointment following an 
FBI full-field investigation and an IRS tax check of the applicant selected by the court for 
appointment. An affirmative effort will be made to give due consideration to all qualified 
applicants without regard to race, color, age (40 and over), gender, religion, national 
origin, or disability. The current annual salary of the position is $185,012. The term of 
the office is eight (8) years. 

Application forms are available online at www.lamd.uscourts.gov/employment. 
Application forms must be received by THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 2015 at 5:00 PM 
CST to be considered. Return completed application form to the Clerk of Court by 
submitting the electronic application form via email or via the United States Postal 
Service. 

applymj@lamd.uscourts.go~ 
-or-

United States District Court 
Attention: Michael L. McConnell 

777 Florida Street, Suite 139 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 

More information on the Magistrate Judge position in this court may be obtained from 
the Clerk of the Court, Michael L. McConnell. All applications will be kept confidential, 
unless the applicant consents to disclosure. All applications will be examined only by 
members of the Merit Selection Panel and the Judges of the United States District Court 
for the Middle District of Louisiana. The Panel's deliberations will remain confidential. 

The United States District Court for the Middle District of Louisiana is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 


