
UN.ITED STATES DISTRICT C0~RT 

MIDDLE DTSTRICT OF LOUISDrnA 

ORDER ESTABLISHING 

INACTIVE A.SBEST0S DOCKET 

OR.ORR 

GENERAL ORDER 

NUMBER - - ---

IT TS ORDERED t h a t the clerk of court s ha 11 e s tab li. s.b an 

I nactive Asbestos Docket which shall i nclude; (1) claims p rEJ

sent l y pending before the court i n which the plai ntiff voluntar

i l y ag e.es to be removed from the active docket; and (2} claims 

whi ch a potential plaintiff, a t pl.aintiff '-s option, chooses n o t 

to have litigated immediately. The procedures to be ut~li2ed in 

implementing this I.n a ct:i ve Asbestos Docket sha.11 be a s follows : 

1 . Pending Cases 

a. Any· ~laintif f who has a case pending in this di str i ,ct in 

wh ich i nj ury and damages_ are all.eged to have bee n caused by

exposure to asbest o.s may file a statement reque:s ting t hat t:he 

cl-erk administrative l y te r minate his or her claim o r claims. 

Such complaints will then be- administra tively t.e:r:rninated by the 

clerk~ up on the following condi ti·ons. 

b T"he t ermination of any indi vidu.al case shal 1 be as -to 

al l plai ntiffs named. there i n, shall b e as to al l def.andants name d 

ther ein s hall apply to all c 1 a.irns made herein , shall be without 

prejudice, and shall be without costs to any par ty . The case so 

termi na.tea s.ha 11 be added to the court I s i nacti ve docket. 



c ~ The mination sh 11 toll all applic: _ bl statutes o 

limitation regard'n any c l aim o n asbes tos- 1 ed. pleu a or 

parenchymal Condition, disease o jury and/or the clai.rns for 

njur or di ea e lJ.eged ·n lain· f 1 s or plaintif s comp a·n 

or amended o lai:nt (hereinaf er rererred o as comp1ai.n n J r 

xcept. for ol.a~m based upon w ongful deat:h Sid · olling s ha 1 

pply only with respB,ct to ho e cl fsnd ants name in the com

plaint adm.inistra ve:ly ermin ted. Any defendant sought to b 

added o such a case a.:t.er · t has been adm.i · :strati el.y ermi

n ed sha11 be d ed oniy pursuan to Fede ule o_ C~ i 

Procedure 15 and after an appropri te ruling b he court. I 

he compla' n- does ot al.lege sp -cific i njury or dis ase, the 

statement requesting admini str v termination sh 1-1 s-tate the 

s ec · :Eic n ur o - the plain , " ·· 5 all.eged asbes os-rel.a ed 

pl.enral or chymal cona ion, disease, or injury. A11 

cou d have been s :serted at 

he time the sta ement requesting o:ministrative ermination was 

f' led and all sta u e of limitat ·ens defenses as o injury o 

a·sease d:ifferen from tha g "n he compl in or stat.ement 

requesting adm.ini s · rati e term at on are pre erved and are no 

tol ed by the ~ li g of a at m n requ,esting administrat · e 

rmination. 

d . , o comp 

o th.is order 

in may be dminis :ratively ermin ted pur suan 

e · t ha-s be n pl ced on th cou 's regular 

ri,al ca end or ass·g ea a~ i l da e. 
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e. o c::e 

will be inactiv. 

case h s b en a.cl in· s-rat.: ly termi atedr i 

No fur h ,er plead· n gs , mot · ons or d ccuments 

sball be filed .n he cas 

Asbes os Dockotr excep~ 

OS Dock 

counsel for he lain~if 

case. 

50 long 

ha a 

may be 

to file 

s i rem in on the Inactive 

ot·ce 0 Remo al. from t , e 

fi1 d. The court m y require 

a. report on the sta u O·f t:h 

f. I t e even bat th'=! co p · ,. n.t -~ s a ct.i va tcd and in 

the event that a verdi ct s rendered o r judgment · s en ed or 

be the plaintif a1.., · terest. on the runoun · o e damages sh 

calculate from be date of the rea.c .::vatio o.: t e complaint , 

not from the d · on which the crnnp l i n - was o:r:i.9inall.y il d .. 

g. Plaintiff or pl · n ifJ:s m y reactiva e h.is, he ,o . heiir 

compla "nt once as a matt o course out lea of cour 

h. The r · ctivat · on o the complaint shnll be accomplish .ed 

by the fil.ing of a pleading entit e 11 No ice of Remova rom the 

Ina i e , sbestos Docket" and shall bear the i. d · vid u 1 d 1o c:ke 

number originally a .ssign · d t o the c omplain . A copy or the 

notice shall be served on he de e:nda. n ts ' liaison c ou n e ,. if 

any, and cou s ,e of reco d ..::or he defe dants ~n _.. o 1.ginal 

action, and a opy sha b sent o the asbes o s docke clerk. 

The - shal l be o fee fc reac va-·o o COttlplaint. The 

no ac i Asbes o Docke sha 1 sta e 

wheth r the pla nt"cf's m dical cond" ion ha - eh nged, na i f so, 

· h r n.d sh"_ l s · -te any other groun 'for r ctivatio i n w a · m.anne , ... 
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a-= the c::a.s, • In nc v nt shal l the noti ce o -mova.l fro t:he 

Inact · ,e A bestos Docke be f : ed more than o ears a er the 

p _a ·ntiff or p ,ain-t "ffs ave knowledge 0.1. a diagnos ' s of an 

a sbestos- lated ma.lignan t dis ea s o · c:1: more seriou s as bes to s -

related non-mali.gnan· disease. 

i. ,o he reac iva i o · of t co · lai..nt, e cour may 

ente schedn.l ing orde_ , or such o h r orde as ma y be neces -

s a.ry for the imel y sposi tion o,f he complaint.. 

2. Potent~al C aims 

a. A po en a p_aintiff s l -i e comp ain an 

_,= i davi o No,ti•ce o 

Termination with the c 

Claim , and a Request for Administra ive 

rk: 0 £ cour The clerk shall adntlnis a-

ti ely 'term· ate the case nd p ace it on t 

Docket 

n c ive sb sos 

b. The AZf~davit of Notic o Claim shall contai th 

:follow·ng lnfonnation: (11 the n a mes, add ess s a nd mari a l 

st:atus of tbe - plaintif-s;· (2}1 a b 'e:f s t:ate.men concern· ng he 

occupation .and exposure history o the (3) a copy of 

t he medic 1 diagnosis con c e n ing he na t:u:re of he as s cs

r lated inJ ury, disease or condit·o which the pl int~£f l ges 

ha or she has suf e ed;· ( 4) the na es of 11 

res ec o h ·.c:::. th pla · i f i i g o ice of c _aim (her ·n-

a.fte. r rred to as otice of Claim Def-endan s 11 ) ; and ( 5} h 

name and ddress o h persons v d an the d e of service. 



c Wi h · n hirty days of th fi.ling of the Af f · dav · t. o 

otice o CJ.aim, h plaintiff shall serve a copy ,o ·he Affida-

vi t of Not e o Claim upon 1ch ctice of C im Defendan b 

i:cs c ass mail, postage prepaid and upon de e d n ts I Lia · son 

COU~Selr if a y. 

d. Each defendant ~n ev y sbestos case pending in this 

district sha file, with the a b s o s docket clerk, a d e s igna-

'.on of who ·s to be served w - ha cop_ af h Affidav~t o 

o ·ce of Clim pu suan 0 edi.at.e y p ec ding paragraph 

The asbestos docket clerk sb:all ma· ntai · ese d s ·gnat.ions in 

he Inactive sbes 05 Docket~ Service of an Affidav·t of • tic 

of Clai m upon the individual designated shall constitute suffi-

ci nt notice rsu n to th·s sec · ~on. 

e~ The fil ·, ng of the complaint nd Aff'" davi of ot · ce of 

Claim shall oll all app _ _ ica.b e st.atutes o.c limitation regarding 

any cla~ s of h plaintiff, his or her spouse, his or her 

children , h · s or her depend,e.nts or the · r estate , I! rising from 

the asbestos- lated injury, dis-ease or condition eta ed in the 

A .f'"davit of ot · ,e o c _a: -excep ==or claims 15 a on wrongful 

dea h. Said ol ~ng sha , appl only with respec : o he otice 

o Claim Dee 1dan s. 

f Any cl im ini t · ated by t:.1 e "ling of omplaint and an 

A fidavi t o Notice o f Claim sh 1 - b-e exe mp t f om h d · scov, r r 

provisio s o the · ederal Rules o Civi Proced e nt..:.. such 

me. as th c se is ransferYed o e c rt sac · e docke 

S, 



a. A claim may be meed fr o, the Inac v Asbes os Docke. 

by the filing of a Notice o f Removal from the Inactiv sbestos 

Docke • Se.rv ' - of he complain h .ll then be accomplished in 

· e Fede. a Rules of Civil the usu 1 mann r as p ovided in 

Procedure .. 

b. In the eve, "'- a verdic ... s rende ed en:: judgment is 

ent red for he olaint· I inter st on the mount 0 dam.ages 

shall be calcula ed from h date of he. filing of the No ice of 

Remova f rom , h Inacti A.sbestos Docket, no _rom. 1.-h da e of 

the · · ng of th complain and A idav i L . o - 0 · ice of: aim . 

The foregoing order e tabli shing an Inac ive Ashes os Docket 

~s applicable o al_ a -bes os case n h.is distric and shall 

rema · n in ful orce and ec un il further order o this 

court. 

B.at.on Rouge, Louis·a.n ,~°"7 ~ , 1988. 

UNI TED STP..T"ES D STRICT JUDG 
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